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Tribal constitute eight percent of the total population of our
country with largest share accommodated in the central region.
These sections of the population by and large linger with poor
socio-economic condition in inhospitable areas and faces major
health problems. Their vulnerability is well reflected in the
burden of disease and poor quality of life they lead, coupled
with underutilization of the health services. Regional Medical Research Centre
for Tribals (RMRCT) is doing a noble work by working in close with these vulnerable
people for more than two decades to bring to light the minute intricacies of
health problems and health needs for a better tomorrow.

It is indeed a pleasure for me to mention that during this need of the hour
the centre has organized successfully the National Symposium on Tribal Health
during 19th and 20th October 2006 with the financial support from Indian Council
of Medical Research, New Delhi, Directorate of Biotechnology, National Vector
Borne Disease Control Program, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Madhya Pradesh Council
of Science and Technology, United States of America Embassy, United States
Agency for International Development and W R. India.

The symposium focused on multifaceted health problems particularly in
malaria, filaria, fluorosis, tuberculosis, HIV, hepatitis, haemoglobinopathies,
nutritional disorder, reproductive health and related demographic issues. The
symposium had provided a forum for the scientists, academicians, scholars and
even planners and administrators from all over the country and abroad to share
knowledge, interact and address on issues crucial to tribal health. The standard
it set can be make out from the participation of the eminent personalities and
delegates from USAID, WHO, LSTMH, LSTM, CDC Atlanta etc. During the course
of two days deliberations a good number of interesting papers were presented
and I believe these can contribute immensely in recommending the health needs
of the tribals. The brainstorming interaction and discussions on the above theme
raises pertinent issues for better management and strategic planning for future
researches on key issues which in turn would help improving life of hundreds of
tribals in the country who absorb the life shock silently.

I congratulate Dr. Neeru Singh and her entire team of RMRCT for doing this
uphill task of organizing the community specific symposium and publishing its
proceeding. I also express my heartfelt thanks and appreciate to all those who
provided different help and financial support to RMRCT for organizing this unique
event.

(Prof. N.K. Ganguly)
Director General
ICMR, New Delhi

FOREWORD



x


